It is my intention to-night to discuss briefly the main theories regarding the etiology of tetany as suggested by various workers from a study of the blood chemistry.
The introduction of the micro-chemical methods of estimating the amounts of the various blood constituents has given a great stimulus to this line of investigation, and has permitted the study of the disease to be more readily carried out in the human subject.
I do not intend to enter into the question of the diagnosis of tetany. In its active form it is readily recognised, but it is doubtful if one can be so certain of the condition in its latent form. It is a moot point, I think, whether a child of 4 the deciding factor in the production of tetany seems to be the alkalosis.
One factor greatly concerned would therefore appear to be the alkalosis, though it is extremely unlikely that this can be the causative factor in all the types of tetany. A toxic factor in the presence of an alkalosis might account for many of the symptoms, but such hypotheses at present lack substantial confirmation. The part played by the phosphorus is also deserving of further investigation.
